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STEP INTO HISTORY 

THIS WINTER at the

HIGHLANDS RANCH MANSION

Escape the chill and explore this 135-year-old 
estate during a free, guided historic tour.

1
SEARCH 
for open 

hours with 
our online 
calendar

2
REQUEST 
a guided 
historic 
tour to 
reserve 

your time

3
DISCOVER 
more about 
our region 
and unique 

history

HIGHLANDSRANCHMANSION.COM 
303-791-0177

Get growing
with a community 

garden plot
New gardener registration begins  

Tuesday, Feb. 10.

Grow veggies, fruits and flowers from early May 
through October at one of three gardens.

Fee:    Resident: $60 
Nonresident: $69

Learn more and register at 
highlandsranch.org/gardens

Connect with  
us on social media

on Facebook: @highlandsranchmetrodistrict

on Instagram: @hrmetrodistrict

on X: @highlands_ranch

on Nextdoor: Highlands Ranch Metro District

on LinkedIn: Highlands Ranch Metro District
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Meet Your Local Government

The Highlands Ranch Metro District is 
responsible for:

• Water and sanitation services through an 
agreement with Highlands Ranch Water

• Recreation programs and services

• Developing and caring for parks, trails and 
natural open space areas

• Building community infrastructure, 
including major roads, traffic signals, storm 
drainage and stormwater management

• Managing and maintaining landscaping, 
fence and community entries along 
major roads

• Street lighting through Xcel Energy

• Community events and volunteer activities

• Managing the Highlands Ranch Mansion

• Operating the Highlands Ranch 
Senior Center

Metro District Board of Directors

Renee Anderson, Chair
Andy Jones, Vice Chair
Eric Rysner, Treasurer
Steve Kinkaid, Director
Rita Salcedo, Director
Nancy Smith, Director
Cali Wolf, Director

FRONT COVER:
The iconic windmill, south of the Highlands Ranch 
Mansion, was built in the early 1900s and offers beautiful 
scenery during the winter.

Photo by Courtney Kuhlen

Leadership O
utlook

Celebrating history and 
several anniversaries
Throughout 2026, we will celebrate America’s 250th, Colorado’s 150th 
the Highlands Ranch community’s 45th anniversary and the Highlands 
Ranch Mansion’s 135th anniversary. To honor these milestones, I will be 
sharing fun historical facts about Highlands Ranch in each edition of 
the Messenger.

Did you know that one of the former owners of the Highlands Ranch Mansion played a 
key role in the origins of the National Western Stock Show?

For nearly a century, the Highlands Ranch Mansion was home to some of Colorado’s most 
prominent and influential families. Names such as Long, Springer, Hughes, Phillips, Kistler, and Phipps 
are woven into the state’s history  – each associated with ambition, innovation and a lasting legacy.

Among them was John Springer, who purchased the property in 1897. He renamed it Springer 
Cross Country Horse and Cattle Ranch and expanded it dramatically, acquiring enough 
surrounding land to grow the operation to more than 12,000 acres. Springer focused on 
breeding and selling high-quality coach horses, importing Oldenburg stallions and mares from 
Germany in pursuit of what he envisioned as “the ideal American coach horse”.

Springer’s influence extended far beyond the ranch. From 1898 to 1903, he served as president 
of the National Livestock Association. He was also one of the key figures who helped launch 
the National Western Stock Show, which held its inaugural event in 1906. Today, the Stock 
Show stands as the premier livestock, rodeo, and horse exhibition in the United States, serving 
agricultural producers and enthusiasts from around the world.

Learn more about local history at highlandsranch.org/government/about-highlands-
ranch/history, or the Mansion’s history at highlandsranchmansion.com. 

Renee Anderson
Chair, Highlands Ranch Metro District Board of Directors

Puzzled about snow removal  
and street maintenance?
One of the most common questions we receive from residents in the winter 
months is, “Who is responsible for snow removal on our streets?” Because 
Highlands Ranch is an unincorporated area of Douglas County, most of our 
streets are owned and maintained by the county. Maintenance includes:

• Road repairs and improvements
• Traffic signal operations
• Street sweeping
• Snow and ice removal

Douglas County’s goal is to provide a safe, reliable transportation system year-round – especially 
during winter storms. Check out the infographic on Page 6 for more details about snow removal.

How does Douglas County fund street maintenance?

Douglas County relies on three primary funding sources to maintain and improve its 
transportation network:

• Property tax: About 20% of your property tax bill goes to Douglas County, and a portion of 
that supports street maintenance.

• Specific ownership tax: Collected annually through vehicle registration fees.
• Sales and use tax: Of Douglas County’s 1% sales and use tax, 0.40% (four-tenths of one cent 

per dollar spent) is dedicated to transportation needs.
Douglas County also leverages state and federal funding for major roadway projects—such as the 
recent improvements along Highway 85. For 2025, Douglas County budgeted $27.3 million for new 
capital projects, along with funding to design future improvements.

Stephanie Stanley 
General Manager, Highlands Ranch Metro District

http://highlandsranch.org/gardens
http://highlandsranch.org/government/about-highlands-ranch/history
http://highlandsranchmansion.com
http://highlandsranchmansion.com
http://highlandsranch.org/government/about-highlands-ranch/history


4 5M
es

se
ng

er
 

W
in

te
r ‘2

6 W
inter ‘26 

M
essenger

4

highlandsranch.org

Lo
ca

l G
ov

er
nm

en
t

highlandsranch.org

When you visit highlandsranch.org,  
you will find valuable information about 
the programs, services and activities of the 
Highlands Ranch Metro District.  

Facebook
@highlandsranchmetrodistrict 
Instagram
@hrmetrodistrict
X
@highlands_ranch
Nextdoor
@Highlands Ranch Metro District
LinkedIn
@Highlands Ranch Metro District

Metro District Contacts:
Highlands Ranch Metro District
62 Plaza Drive 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129
Phone: 303-791-0430 
Fax: 303-791-3290
Email: info@highlandsranch.org

Metro District Parks, Recreation &  
Open Space Service Center
3280 Redstone Park Circle 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129  
Phone: 303-791-2710 
Fax: 303-470-9516
Email: info@highlandsranch.org

Recreation Contacts:
Metro District Recreation Services
Phone: 303-791-2710
Fax: 303-470-9516
Email: recreationinfo@highlandsranch.org

Highlands Ranch Senior Center
Phone: 303-791-2416
Email: seniorcenterinfo@highlandsranch.org

Editor: Sherry Eppers,  
Community Relations Manager

Contributing Writers:
Lauren Appleby, Digital Communications 

Specialist, Highlands Ranch Water
Jill Hall, Senior Services Manager
Courtney Kuhlen, Community  

Relations Coordinator
Kari Larese, Communications Manager,
 Highlands Ranch Water 
Dave Parks, CPRP, Recreation Manager
Anne Rice, Community Relations Coordinator
Recreation Services staff
Senior Center staff

©2026 Highlands Ranch Metro District

The Metro District and our facilities 
receive several awards
Douglas County Hall of Fame Award 

The Metro District was recently inducted into the 
Douglas County Hall of Fame by the Douglas County 
Commissioners. The award presentation also included 
recognition of the Metro District's recent J. Evan 
Goulding District of the Year Award, presented by the 
Special District Association of Colorado. 

Metro District Board Chair Renee Anderson and General Manager Stephanie Stanley joined 
Commissioners Kevin Van Winkle, left, and Abe Laydon, right to accept the Douglas County Hall 
of Fame Award. The Metro District is fortunate to collaborate with valuable partners in Douglas 
County to serve the Highlands Ranch community. 

CPRA Columbine Award for facility design 
The Colorado Parks & Recreation Association recently presented the 
2025 CPRA Columbine Award for Facility Design to the Metro District, in 
recognition of the Highlands Ranch Senior Center’s design. 

The CPRA awards program is designed to recognize and celebrate the 
individuals and organizations that contribute to the success and value 
of parks and recreation in Colorado. Designed to bring attention to its 
recipients, the awards program highlights the successes of association 
members and community champions. 

Pictured here with the Columbine Award is Senior Services Manager Jill Hall.

Lebsack Tennis Center recognized for excellence 
During November, USTA Colorado selected Lebsack 
Tennis Center as Organization of the Year and recipient 
of the EJ Griffey Award. This award recognizes 
organizations that have excelled at promoting and 
growing tennis in their community. According to the 
USTA, Colorado has one of the largest league programs 
in the country, so it is a special honor to be recognized 
by the thriving statewide tennis community.  

Lebsack Tennis Center at Redstone Park, 9325 Foothills Canyon Blvd., is a public tennis facility 
owned by the Metro District and programmed by Mile High Performance Tennis and its president 
and director of tennis Phillip Sparer. The complex features eight lighted courts that are open year-
round for regular play, weather permitting. Learn more about leagues, classes and programming 
available for youth and adults at lebsacktennis.com.  

Pictured from left to right: Mike Jackson, Carolyn Peters, Phillip Sparer, Jenna Sellers and Neil Alderson.

2026 Metro District budget approved, 
available online
The Metro District is committed to providing quality 
municipal services while managing resources wisely for 
Highlands Ranch. 

The 2026 budget maintains current levels of service and 
increases general fund operating expenditures by 7.8% 
over the 2025 adopted budget. This increase in costs is 
primarily driven by increases to health insurance benefits, 
property insurance, and the cost of water, which is driven 
by 2026 water rate changes.

The budget also anticipates parkway fence replacement, 
park improvements, turf replacement at Highlands Ranch 
Stadium at Redstone Park, landscape conversion, and 
installation of a traffic signal.

2026 Operating Budget 
$18,871,430

“For the 2026 collection year, the Metro District will set a mill levy rate of 12.25 to maintain the level 
of service we are proud to provide to Highlands Ranch,” said Director of Finance & Administration 
Tiffany Hooten. “Our mill levy remains one of the lowest in the south metro area.”

For more information about the 2026 budget, please visit highlandsranch.org. 

Project U
pdates 

Metro District projects  
around the Ranch
Follow these and other local projects at highlandsranch.org/projectupdates.

Southpark Pickleball Complex opens in January
The new year brings an exciting new addition to our community. Southpark 
Pickleball Complex, built in partnership between the Metro District and 

South Suburban Parks and 
Recreation, opens this 
month. It was designed to 
meet the growing demand 
for one of the fastest-
growing sports and to 
provide a welcoming space 
for players of all ages and  
skill levels.

What makes this facility special? 

• An innovative partnership: By leveraging the resources of both 
partner districts, the Metro District and South Suburban are meeting a 
recreational need for residents with better value for money.

• 19 fenced, outdoor courts: Plenty of space for drop-in play, leagues 
and tournaments. The east courts (11-19) will be managed and 
operated by the Metro District, and the west courts (1-10) will be 
managed and operated by South Suburban. 

• Inviting amenities: Comfortable picnic areas, shaded benches, 
plumbed and heated restrooms, efficient lighting, waterwise 
landscaping, and convenient parking.

• Community focus: Designed for inclusivity, with opportunities for 
lessons, clinics and social events.

Registration for Metro District spring leagues, clinics and programs will open 
Wednesday, Feb. 11 at noon. Visit highlandsranch.org/pickleball to learn more 
about registration, how to reserve courts, drop-in play schedules and more.

Parkway fence replacement
Work continues on the next phase of parkway fence replacement. Each 
year, sections of the 42 miles 
of Metro District-owned 
fence along major roads are 
identified for replacement. 
During this replacement 
process, the existing cedar 
fence is removed and more 
durable Trex fence is installed. 
This year’s project will include 
both sides of Gateway Drive 
and the south side of Kendrick 
Castillo Way between 
Highlands Ranch Parkway and Broadway. 

Channel stabilization
Construction is now scheduled to begin in January on the channel 
stabilization project along Upper Dad Clark Gulch, from Wildcat Reserve 
Parkway to Summit View Parkway. The project is anticipated to be 
completed in spring 2026. The Metro District, in partnership with the 
Mile High Flood District and ICON Engineering, has designed these 
improvements as part of the District’s stormwater master plan. The work 
focuses on restoring and stabilizing the channel, improving overall drainage 
function, and protecting the long-term health of the open space corridors.

Fly’n B House project update

Fly’n B Park, located in the northwest corner of Highlands 
Ranch, is a unique amenity in our community . The park 
features a fishing pond, trails, a large shelter, a restroom, 
parking, and a house . This destination is popular for 
homecoming, prom and family photos . The park land 
was donated by Erickson Senior Living, developer of the 
Wind Crest community .  In 2010, park improvements 
were completed, however, the planned improvements 
to the house could not be completed due to significant 
structural issues .

Background
In fall 2025, Metro District staff began the process of 
identifying alternatives and estimating cost, how it would 
fit with current park uses, and how each option would 
meet needs in the community . Staff then presented 
these alternatives to the community’s stakeholders and 
conducted a community survey to gather feedback . The 
verbal feedback was mixed with most wanting the house 
to be preserved but understanding there isn’t enough 
funding to renovate and open the house to the public . A 
common theme was the importance of honoring history . 
Survey results showed 54% of respondents wanted the 
house to be renovated, 16% preferred a shelter to replace 
the house, and 13% preferred the house be left “as is” . 

Staff recommendation
Staff presented a recommendation to the board based on 
priorities to be fiscally responsible, preserve the history, 
meet community needs and keep in mind public input .

• The cost to renovate the house is estimated to be $1 .7 
million to $2 .1 million, while the cost to replace it with a 
shelter is $870,000 to $1 .1 million . 

• While renovation of the existing house was included as 
an option, the renovation would result in very little of the 
original structure remaining due to the current condition 
of the building . The house has several structural issues 
with both exterior framing and the foundation . Therefore, 
staff can better honor the history through a unique 
design for the shelter and interpretive signage .

• Based on existing facilities, there isn’t a strong need for the 
house to be renovated and open to the public . 

Based on staff’s recommendation, the board of directors 
has directed staff to proceed with engaging a consultant to 
provide a concept plan and cost estimate for a unique shelter . 
Once the cost estimate is developed board members will 
make a final decision on how and when to proceed . 

http://highlandsranch.org
http://highlandsranch.org
mailto:info@highlandsranch.org
mailto:info@highlandsranch.org
mailto:recreationinfo@highlandsranch.org
mailto:seniorcenterinfo@highlandsranch.org
http://highlandsranch.org
http://highlandsranch.org/projectupdates
http://highlandsranch.org/pickleball
http://www.lebsacktennis.com
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Kendrick Castillo 
Memorial dedicated
During mid-November, family members of 
Kendrick Castillo, Douglas County elected 
officials and other community leaders 
unveiled a memorial honoring Castillo’s 
memory at Civic Green Park. The monument 
was made possible through the Douglas 
County Community Foundation and the 
Kendrick Castillo Memorial Fund and Oversight 
Committee —and through the generosity 
of community donors who raised enough 
money in just days to bring this tribute to life. 
Civic Green Park is located at 9370 Ridgeline Blvd.

Toepfer Park improvements
Construction of the Toepfer Park 
improvements project was  
completed in December, however 
revegetation of the park continues .  
Improvements include a new 
playground and restroom, a renovated 
shelter and a new shelter, drinking 
fountain, resurfaced basketball 
court, expanded parking, refreshed 
landscaping and a nature trail .  

The playground reopened in October, 
and vegetation was reseeded in 
November . Please obey signage and 
stay out of areas under restoration until 
vegetation has been fully established .   

An element added to the park 
includes a nature trail, which consists 
of a crusher-fines pathway that moves through the park in a gentle, flowing 
pattern . It passes through groups of pine trees and incorporates simple natural 
elements such as boulders, embedded logs, and stepping-stump features . 
These native components create a low-impact pathway that fits into the 
existing landscape and offers visitors an enjoyable, natural walking experience .

An event to celebrate the park improvements will be scheduled in the spring . 
Please check highlandsranch.org/projectupdates, and the Metro District’s 
social media for updates . 

Puzzled about local snow removal?

 STREETS

REMOVAL TIMELINE
Begins at snowfall

SCOPE OF RESPONSIBILITIES
Approximately 2,400 lane 
miles including:

 
 

  Major arterial roads
  Collector roads
  Residential streets
  Cul-de-sacs

PRIORITIES
  Major arterial roads
  Collector roads (streets  
connecting major arterial 
roads to residential streets)

  Residential streets
  Cul-de-sacs

TRAILS & PARKWAY  
SIDEWALKS

REMOVAL TIMELINE
Three inches of snow has accumulated

and/or it is likely to remain on the ground
for more than 24 hours

SCOPE OF RESPONSIBILITIES
150 miles of hard surface trails and 
sidewalks including:

 38 miles of hard surface trails
 112 miles of sidewalks along arterial roads
  Metro District buildings and facilities

PRIORITIES
  Essential Metro District buildings  

and facilities
  Sidewalks and hard surface trails
  

6

Parking lots at community and  
neighborhood parks

RESIDENTIAL 
SIDEWALKS 

REMOVAL TIMELINE
Removal required within 24

hours after snow stops

SCOPE OF RESPONSIBILITIES

  

 Sidewalks in front of and  
along the sides of a home

 Adjacent mailboxes,  
where present

 Adjacent fire hydrants,  
where present

SNOW FACTS 

 Highlands Ranch receives an 
average of 74 inches of snowfall 
compared to 64 inches in the 
Denver metro area.

 March is, on average, our snowiest 
month of the year followed by 
November and April.

 The greatest daily snowfall amount 
in the United States was 6.3 feet, 
which fell in Silver Lake, Colo. on 
April 15, 1921.

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REPORT A PROBLEM
  Douglas County Public Works staff at 303-660-7480 or  
 douglas.co.us/road-work/snow-and-ice-removal/     

  The Highlands Ranch Metro District staff at 303-791-2710 or  
highlandsranch.org/report

Plans to celebrate the 250/150 throughout Colorado
This year, the United States will mark the 250th 
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, 
marking our nation’s semiquincentennial. At the 
same time, Colorado will mark the 150th anniversary 
of our entrance into the Union, our state’s 
sesquicentennial. 

As the Centennial State, Colorado is the only 
state observing twin anniversaries—our 
Sesquisemiquincentennial. 

This Colorado commemoration is a unique opportunity 
to honor the state’s shared history through community events, 
educational opportunities and local and statewide celebrations.

The America 250 - Colorado 150 Commission was 
established to guide Colorado's twin commemorations in 
ways that enable all Coloradans to participate. Coloradans 
from all corners of our state are undertaking imaginative 
efforts to remember our shared past and future. 

The Metro District will include this commemoration in 
several of our community events in 2026, particularly 
those that highlight local history, celebrate traditions and 

honor veterans. Be on the lookout for community events 
with the America 250 – Colorado 150 logo. 

To learn more about upcoming events related to America 250 
– Colorado 150 celebration statewide, visit historycolorado.org/
colorado-150.

Flashback: A look at where Highlands Ranch began

This year marks the Mansion's 
135th anniversary. The small stone 
farmhouse built by Samuel Allen 
Long in 1891 has grown into the 

beautiful estate that remains today.

The first Highlands Ranch homes and 
infrastructure were built 45 years ago. The 
Metro District was formed as the municipal 

government of our unincorporated community 
that has become home to 103,000 people.

Highlands Ranch Water served its first 
residential customer in 1981 and is celebrating 
its 45th anniversary. Highlands Ranch Water 
strives to ensure water resources are used 

wisely and optimizes the use of surface water. 

      

Prioritize safely using e-bikes year-round
E-bike safety is important no matter the season. Misuse is dangerous 
to the rider and others around them. According to the Douglas County 
Sheriff’s Office, they have seen e-bike and e-dirt bike-related injuries, 
and tragically, two fatalities here in Douglas County.

Last October, the Metro District Board of Directors updated the Rules 
and Regulations to prohibit Off-highway Vehicles (OHVs) in parks and 
open space and at facilities owned or managed by the Metro District. 
OHVs include e-motos or e-dirt bikes.

Only Class 1 & 2 e-vehicles are allowed on Metro District trails. A helpful 
rule of thumb is to look for anything with a max speed of 20 mph or 
less, without the use of a speed limiter or governor, and power less 
than 750W.

For questions about Metro District rules, please email  
info@highlandsranch.org.

http://highlandsranch.org/projectupdates
http://douglas.co.us/road-work/snow-and-ice-removal/
http://highlandsranch.org/report
http://historycolorado.org/colorado-150
mailto:info@highlandsranch.org
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s Visit highlandsranch.org/signmeup to learn more details and register  for our programs
For more information about program specific details, please contact 303-791-2710 or recreationinfo@highlandsranch .org .

Scholarships are available for youth recreation programs, thanks to support from the Highlands Ranch Park &  
Recreation Foundation . For information, visit highlandsranch.org/scholarships .

Y O U T H  S P O R T S

T-ball, Baseball & Softball
Summer Youth T-ball, Baseball, & Girls Softball
Ages 4-14 (Age as of July 31, 2026)
The Metro District’s T-ball, baseball and softball programs are for recreation 
level play with a focus on learning skills, game fundamentals, rules, making 
friends and having fun .
Fee:  Ranges from $100-$202, depending on age and league division .
Registration opens at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 25.
Registration deadline: Tuesday, April 14
• Leagues run May 18-Aug . 1
• Games will begin Saturday, May 30

Weekday T-ball League
Ages 4-6 (Age as of July 31, 2026)
If your busy schedule means you would like to know your T-ball schedule in 
advance, we have a great option for you . This T-ball league has no Saturday games . 
Fee: Resident: $95 Nonresident: $110
Registration deadline: Friday, May 1
Choose either a Monday/Wednesday league or a Tuesday/Thursday league .
June 1-July 23

Baseball & Softball Clinics
The Metro District is proud to offer clinics in association with HitStreak . 

Spring Training Clinic
Ages 6-14
Fee: Resident: $50 Nonresident: $58
Sunday, May 3 9-11 a .m . Redstone Park

Baseball & Softball Pitching Clinic
Ages 7-14
Fee: Resident: $25 Nonresident: $29
Sunday, May 3 11 a .m .-noon Redstone Park
Registration deadline: Monday, April 27

Coed Flag Football
Spring Youth Flag Football League
Kindergarten-eighth grade
Get out and enjoy the spring weather!
Practices begin the week of March 23 . Games begin on April 4 .
Fee: Resident: $105 Nonresident:  $120
Registration deadline: Tuesday, March 3

Preseason Spring Flag Football Camp
Ages 5-14
Fee: Resident: $40 Nonresident: $46
Registration deadline: Thursday, March 5
Saturday, March 7 9 a .m .-noon 
Highlands Ranch Stadium at Redstone Park

Cheer & Dance 
Spirit Team 
Ages 4-14
The Metro District has partnered with Dance Athletics-
Denver to provide a spirit team to complement our youth 
flag football league . Practice at the gym during the week 
and perform at flag football games on Saturdays .
Fee: Resident: $130 Nonresident: $150
Registration deadline: Monday, March 9
Team/Uniform Fee: $135 paid directly to Dance Athletics; 
This fee includes a uniform (T-shirt, cheer skirt, briefs, 
poms, hair bow), practice shirt and game day goodies/
any extras .
Practices: Thursdays, March 19-May 7 5-6 p .m .
Dance Athletics, 333 Dad Clark Drive

Pom Dance Team 
Ages 5-11
Learn dances, leaps, turns and tumbling along with 
sportsmanship and teamwork . 
Team/Uniform Fee: $85 paid directly to Dance Athletics; 
Fee: Resident: $145 Nonresident: $167
Registration deadline: Monday, March 23
Practices: Tuesdays, March 31-June 2 6:30-7:30 p .m . 
Dance Athletics, 333 Dad Clark Drive

Skateboarding
SkateStart Level 1
Ages 5-12
Fee: Resident: $60 Nonresident: $69
Registration deadline: Friday, April 17
Friday, April 24 9:30-11 a .m . Tanks Park

Spring Break Camp
Ages 6-14
Fee: Resident: $90   Nonresident: $104
Registration deadline: Friday, March 13 
Friday, March 20 9:30 a .m . -12:30 p .m . Redstone Park  

Lacrosse
Spring Introductory Lacrosse Program
Ages 6-14
Fee: Resident: $75 Nonresident: $86
Registration deadline: Friday, March 27
April 4, 11, 18, 25 10-11 a .m . Marcy Park 

Rugby Camp
Ages 5-15
Fee: Resident: $45 Nonresident: $52
Registration deadline: Monday April 6
Saturday, April 11 9 a .m .-noon
Highlands Ranch Stadium at Redstone Park

Y O U T H  &  A D U L T

Horseback Riding 
All lessons will be held at Stockton’s  
Plum Creek Stables, 7479 W . Titan Road .
The registration deadline is one week prior to the class start
date. View dates & times at highlandsranch.org/signmeup. 

Saturday Introduction to Horses
Ages 8-Adult
Each day students will get a demonstration of grooming, 
saddling and bridling and will finish the day with a riding lesson .

Kiddie Corral I
Ages 5-7
Learn about horse behavior, grooming, feeding and 
balanced-centered riding . The focus of this class is on safety 
while building confidence .

Beginning Horsemanship
Ages 8-15
This hands-on class is an introduction to western 
horsemanship for beginners, emphasizing horse/rider 
communication, grooming and handling skills .

Nature EdVentures
The registration deadline is one week prior to  
the class start date.
Unless otherwise noted, all classes have the following 
fee: Resident: $17     Nonresident: $20
Group rate programs (3 or more per registration): 
Resident: $12/person     Nonresident: $14/person

Hearts in the Wild: Nature’s Valentines 
Friday, Feb . 13, 10:30-noon at Fly’n B Park, All Ages/Families

Trail Skills 101  
Saturday, March 7, 12:30-2 p .m . at Fly’n B Park, Ages 9+

Nesting Owls
Monday, March 16, 8 – 9:30 a .m .  at Fly’n B Park  
All Ages/Families

Youth &
 A

dult Sports   
A D U L T  S P O R T S

Adult Softball
Spring Season
To register please visit highlandsranch.org/signmeup or contact  
Beau Bressler at 720-240-5934 or bbressler@highlandsranch .org . Leagues begin 
the week of March 15 . Adult softball leagues are offered Sunday-Friday evenings .
Fee: $520
Registration deadline: Thursday, March 5

Free Agent Sign-Up
What if I am an individual player without a team?
If you are interested in joining a team, please visit the Metro District’s 
league website at quickscores.com/hrmd, or contact Beau Bressler at 
720-240-5934 or bbressler@highlandsranch .org .

Kickball
WASA Coed Adult League 
Games will be played Thursday nights beginning April 23 .

Registration begins in late February at wasasports.com.

Pickleball
Programs will be held at Southpark Pickleball Complex .
Registration for spring programs opens Wednesday, Feb. 11 at noon. 

Learn to Play Clinics
Fee: Resident: $27 Nonresident: $32
Registration deadline: One week before the clinic
Thursday, April 2 5:30-7:30 p .m .
Thursday, May 7 5:30-7:30 p .m .

Beginner Open Play with an Instructor – New
Fee: Resident: $27 Nonresident: $32
Registration deadline: One week before the clinic 
Thursday, April 9 5:30-7:30 p .m .
Thursday, May 14 5:30-7:30 p .m .

Pickleball Bootcamps – New
Fee: Resident: $81 Nonresident: $93
55+ Intermediate Bootcamp – Mondays, April 13, 20, 27, 9-11 a .m .
Intermediate Bootcamp – Wednesdays, April 15, 22, 29, 5:30-7:30 p .m . 

Pickleball Leagues 
Team fee: Resident: $125  Nonresident: $145 (Fee is per team and includes 10 matches 
in five weeks plus an end of season tournament. Individual registration is also available.)
Registration deadline: Friday, April 3
League play begins the week of April 13 . 

“Ruler of the Court” Pickleball Tournament 
Fee:  $35 (Fee is per person; six match minimum)
Registration deadline: Friday, April 10
Saturday, April 18 9-11 a .m . and 1-3 p .m .

Bocce Ball
Programs will be held at Northridge Park, 8800 S . Broadway .

Learn to Play
Fee: Resident: $25 Nonresident: $29
Registration deadline: Friday, March 27
Wednesday, April 1 6-7 p .m .

Wednesday Mixed Leagues
Fee: Resident: $80 Nonresident: $92 (Fee is per team; Six weeks plus a tournament.)
Registration deadline: Friday, April 3
League begins Wednesday, April 8 

http://highlandsranch.org/signmeup
http://highlandsranch.org/scholarships
http://highlandsranch.org/signmeup
http://highlandsranch.org/signmeup
mailto:recreationinfo@highlandsranch.org
mailto:bbressler@highlandsranch.org
mailto:bbressler@highlandsranch.org
http://quickscores.com/hrmd
http://wasasports.com
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Park shelter reservations
Easily request a park shelter reservation online
To celebrate at a Highlands Ranch park, you can visit highlandsranch.
org/reservations anytime to submit an online request. If you need 
assistance, please contact our reservation coordinator at parkreservations@
highlandsranch.org or 720-240-5932.

• Availability calendars are linked at highlandsranch.org/reservations. 

• Make sure the 
shelter you 
would like to 
reserve will 
accommodate 
your group. 
An event with 
more than 100 
requires special 
permitting. 

• Please review 
park rules prior 
to submitting 
your request.

2026 fee schedule
Shelters*                   Resident    Nonresident
Neighborhood park  $20/hr.  $30/hr.
Community park  $35/hr.  $50/hr.
Civic Green stage        $55/hr.  $85/hr.
Central Park patio           $55/hr.  $85/hr.
*Two-hour minimum rental required

Picnic Packs 
Field Day Fun $25           $29
Lawn Games $25           $29
Happy Kids $25           $29
Lawn Tennis $25           $29
Volleyball $42           $49
Croquet $35           $40
Cornhole Toss $35  $40
Tumbling Timbers $15           $18
Damage deposit required for all picnic packs. 

Sports Fields                 $20/hr. $30/hr.

Bocce/Horseshoe Court  $6/hr. $9/hr.

Tanks Park Pickleball       $6/hr. $9/hr.   

Southpark Pickleball       $12/hr. $12/hr.   

Welcome to your Lebsack 
tennis community!

9325 Foothills Canyon Blvd . 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80129

720-261-3503 or 
303-791-2348

psparer .tennis@gmail .com 
lebsacktennis.com

Lebsack Tennis Center is a public tennis 
facility owned by the Metro District .

All programs are administered by  
Mile High Performance Tennis .

Courts are open year-round for regular  
play (weather permitting) .

Juniors and adult programs are staffed 
by RSPA-certified instructors and offered 
March - November, including:

• Adult USTA/CTA leagues
• USTA Junior Team Tennis
• Small group instructional classes
• Weekly adult drop-in drills
• Juniors’ high performance drills
• Private and semi-private lessons
• Adult “Top Dog” doubles leagues
• Monthly socials

 For program information and 
registration, or to reserve a court, 
please visit lebsacktennis.com,  
or download the Playbypoint 

smartphone app

Follow us on  
Instagram @lebsacktennis 

for information and updates 

Classes, lessons, leagues and 
tournaments for players of all ages.

Spring season: March 23 - May 31
Registration is open.

Summer season: Apr. 1 - Aug. 9
Registration opens March 9.

2026 adult league information and 
weekly play schedule coming soon.

W
ater Resources 
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Don’t forget about your 
landscape this winter
Our landscape and gardens were tucked in for winter a few months 
ago, but our landscape still needs our attention – especially during 
Colorado’s dry winter months. Even though plants are sleeping, their 
roots remain active whenever soil temperatures rise above freezing. 
Trees, shrubs, and perennials all benefit from supplemental watering 
during colder months which will help keep them healthy until spring.

Colorado’s low humidity, limited precipitation, and freeze-thaw cycles 
throughout the winter months can quickly dry out our soil. Maple 
trees, evergreens, and newly planted trees and perennial gardens are 
especially susceptible to drought injury during winter. Keep in mind 
that a plant may not show obvious signs of drought injury until spring 
or early summer.

A little care now helps your landscape stay healthy, resilient and ready 
for spring growth.

DO:
• Water by hand or with a hose end sprinkler attachment.

• Water slowly and deeply once every two weeks during extended 
dry periods when air temperatures are above 40 degrees with no 
snow cover.

• The best time to water is mid-day so water can soak into the soil 
before potential freezing at night.

• Apply a layer of mulch to your perennial gardens and trees. This 
helps the soil retain moisture and protects the root system.

DON'T:
• Do not turn on your irrigation system. Sudden freezes can result in 

damaged pipes and valves.

• Don’t water when temperatures are below 40 degrees.

Highlands Ranch Water provides residential customers with an additional 
1,000 gallons of water per billing period during the winter to support 
responsible winter watering and help protect your landscape investment.

Use new plant finder to help 
low-water garden take root
Winter is the perfect time 
to start planning your 
spring landscape project . 
Use the slower season 
to research, dream and 
design so you’re ready to 
bring a vibrant yard to 
life when warmer 
weather returns .

Highlands Ranch Water 
has a new plant finder on 
its website – the perfect 
tool to help you visualize 
the plants you want to 
see in your ColoradoScape next year . See examples of low-water plants 
that complement any yard from herbaceous and woody perennials,  
to shade and evergreen trees . 

The plant finder is just the latest resource that has been added to 
the Highlands Ranch Water website to help customers conserve 
water in their landscape . Visit highlandsranchwater.org/
coloradoscape to learn more . 

New toilet rebate 
available in 2026
Highlands Ranch Water customers can now apply for a toilet rebate to 
help make water-efficient fixtures more affordable. By replacing older, 
high water use toilets with modern, high-efficient models, households 
can reduce indoor water use while lowering your water bills. This new 
rebate is part of Highlands Ranch Water’s ongoing commitment to help 
customers conserve water at home, protect our community’s resources, 
and support the long-term sustainability of our water supply.

Highlands Ranch Water residential 
customers are eligible for a rebate 
of up to $100 when they upgrade 
their less water efficient units with 
an ultra-high efficient MaP Premium 
toilet rated at 0.8 gallons per flush 
or less. Toilets rated higher than 0.8 
gallons per flush do not qualify for the 
rebate. Toilets must be MaP Premium 
listed. There is a limit of two rebates 
per household.

What is a MaP score?
MaP scores calculate how 
well a toilet flushes solid 
waste . A MaP score of 600g 
or more helps ensure that 
your new high-efficiency 
toilet will work efficiently .

Residential customers can apply for the new rebate online at 
highlandsranchwater.org/rebates-and-incentives. 

Improvement projects at 
water treatment plant
Highlands Ranch Water is making major upgrades at the Joseph B. 
Blake Water Treatment Plant to strengthen reliability today and protect 
our community’s water future. Phase 1B is nearing completion, with a 
new chemical building, enhanced chemical feeds, and a generator for 
site backup power. These improvements increase safety for our staff 
and neighbors, expand chemical storage capacity, and support more 
dependable daily operations.

Planning for Phase 2 is underway, with construction expected to 
begin in 2027. This phase will modernize older treatment systems, add 
protections around outdoor filters, enhance pumping capabilities, and 
expand the plant’s capacity to meet future peak demands.

When this multi-year improvement project is complete, Highlands 
Ranch Water will have a more modern, resilient treatment plant that 
is capable of supplying the community with 100% renewable surface 
water when available. These investments will strengthen emergency 
preparedness, improve long-term sustainability, and ensure our 
community has safe, high-quality drinking water for decades to come.

To see the water treatment plant up close and learn more about how 
Highlands Ranch Water supplies water to our community of more than 
100,000 people, sign up for a tour beginning in the spring.

http://highlandsranch.org/reservations
http://highlandsranch.org/reservations
mailto:parkreservations@highlandsranch.org
http://highlandsranchwater.org/coloradoscape
http://highlandsranchwater.org/rebates-and-incentives
mailto:psparer.tennis@gmail.com
http://www.lebsacktennis.com
http://www.lebsacktennis.com
http://highlandsranch.org/reservations
mailto:parkreservations@highlandsranch.org
http://highlandsranchwater.org/coloradoscape
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General information about the Senior Center can be found at highlandsranch.org/seniorcenter.   
Contact senior center staff at 303-791-2416 .

Please refer to highlandsranch.org/myactivecenter  
for descriptions and fee information . 
Programs provided for individuals aged 55 and older .  
Senior center membership or day pass required for all activities .

FITNESS CLASSES 
Did you make a new year’s resolution to get healthier or more active? 
The Highlands Ranch Senior Center offers hundreds of classes each 
month geared toward improving your balance, strength, aerobic 
capacity and overall health. Most classes are available for single-day 
registration, so you can join when it fits your schedule.

Medicare Discounts: Members who have Renew Active (One 
Pass), SilverSneakers, Silver & Fit and Active & Fit are eligible 
for a discount on fitness classes up to the maximum monthly 
amount set by the insurance plan . Contact staff for details . 
Please remember you must show up to class for the senior 
center to be reimbursed . 

• Ageless Grace®

• Ageless Grace® (Virtual)

• Cardio Circuit 

• Chair Yoga

• Core Conditioning

• EnhanceFitness®

• Gentle Yoga

• Strength & Balance - 
Advanced

• Strength & Balance - 
Beginner

• Tai Chi – Beginner

• Tai Chi - Intermediate

• Zumba Gold

MONTHLY 
NEWSLETTER 
Visit highlandsranch.org/
seniornewsletter to read about 
all the special events, ongoing 
classes, Friends activities, 
trips, community resources, 
volunteer opportunities and 
more happening at the senior 
center each month . 

ENRICHMENT PROGRAMS 
Our enrichment classes are the perfect way to enhance your creativity 
in 2026. Try one of the many art classes, create a colorful garden or 
make greeting cards and jewelry as a gift for friends.  

• Abstract Watercolor 
Painting

• ARTiculating Talks – 
Art History Lectures

• Beginner Drawing

• Beginner Watercolor 
Painting

• Beyond the Books: 
Discover your library

• Bridge Lessons

• Budget-Friendly
Gardening Tips

• Card Making & Paper Crafts

• Canvas Acrylic Painting

• Home-Grown Fruit in 
Highlands Ranch

• History Lectures

• Intermediate
Watercolor Painting

• Jewelry Art Studio

• Long-Term Care of Holiday 
Plants

• One-on-One Tech Support

• Paint & Pour

• Principles of Organic 
Gardening

• Seed Starting 

• Waking up Your Garden
for Spring

• Your 2026 Garden Month 
by Month

Please visit highlandsranch.org/myactivecenter for program details and registration .  
Call 303-791-2416 for more information .

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY RESOURCES 
We love connecting you with information and resources from 
local service professionals and community partners.

• AARP Driver
Safety Program

• Advanced Planning: Funeral 
& Cremation Services

• Are You Ready?

• Caregiver Support Group

• Douglas County School 
District Breakfast

• Downsizing Made Easy 

• End of Life Options
Act Explained

• Grief & Loss Support Group

• It’s Not Just You!

• Legacy Organizing & After 
Loss Guidance

• Pup & Cup Coffee Chat

• Ready, Set, Sold!

• Senior Academy – Douglas 
County Sheriff’s Office

• The Gift of
Financial Security

• Veteran Coffee Chat

SAVE THE DATE
Older Adult Health  
& Resource Expo
Thursday, April 9, 1-4 p .m . 
Highlands Ranch Senior Center

HEALTH & WELLNESS 
Health and lifestyle tips are great ways to keep you on track for 
living and aging well. 

• Alzheimer’s & Other 
Dementias: 10 Signs

• Blood Pressure Checks

• Dental Health:
Why It Matters

• Eye Health Tips

• Foot Health: Why It Matters

• Healthy Living:
Brain & Body

• Hear & Be Heard

• Hearing Clinic

• Heart Health

• Heart Healthy Diet

• Hospice Care Explained

• Injury Prevention for
Active Adults

• Living with Osteoarthritis

• Medicare 101

• Medication &
Supplement Safety

• Mental Health First
Aid Training

• The Aging Hip:
Management Strategies

GAMES & CLUBS
Whether you’re a competitive player who loves the challenge, or 
someone who plays for the social connection, we have a wide 
range of games to enjoy. We also offer dance, music and book 
clubs for those looking to connect over shared interests.

• Ballroom Dance Club
• Bingo
• Board Games
• Book Club
• Bridge
• Bunco
• Cribbage
• Euchre
• Line Dance

• Mahjongg
• Mexican Train Dominoes
• Music Club
• Needle Arts Club
• Poker
• Rummikub
• Solo and Social
• Strings & Things
• Triple Play Canasta

SENIOR CENTER MEMBERSHIPS
Annual memberships and day passes are available for purchase 
at the senior center . Annual memberships cost $60/year for 
Highlands Ranch residents aged 55 and older, and $72/year for 
nonresidents, while day passes for nonmembers cost $2 .50 for 
Highlands Ranch residents and $3 for nonresidents .

Please visit highlandsranch.org/myactivecenter for program details and registration .  
Call 303-791-2416 for more information .M
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http://highlandsranch.org/seniorcenter
http://highlandsranch.org/myactivecenter
http://highlandsranch.org/seniornewsletter
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http://highlandsranch.org/seniornewsletter
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SOCIAL EVENTS   
Our social events are the perfect way to connect with others, 
share some laughs and enjoy a lively atmosphere. Whether you're 
catching up with old friends or meeting new ones, there's always 
something fun happening at the senior center.

• First Anniversary Party

• Jeopardy

• Trivia

• Valentine’s Dance

• Winter Olympics
Fitness Challenge

TRIPS 
Traveling with the senior center is a safe and easy way to see 
exciting sights both at home and abroad.

• National Western Stock 
Show (January)

• Phantom of the Opera 
(March) 

• European Trip (September
– destination TBD)

Senior center marks first anniversary
The Highlands Ranch Senior Center opened to the public on Jan . 13, 2025 . What an exciting, 

successful year it has been . Programs have grown, new members have joined and the center has 
become a community .  Here are some interesting statistics from the senior center’s first year:

Almost 44,000 attendees 
participated in programs  

and events .

Fitness classes were the most 
popular activity, followed 

by games and clubs, special 
events and art classes .

The busiest  
months were  
August and  
November .

The senior center  
ended 2025 with  
2,350 members .

2,200 people  
attended at least  

one event  
or program .

On average, 167 people attended 
a class or program at the center 
each day . Wednesdays were the 
busiest day, with an average of 

more than 200 people .

Almost 1,500 new  
members joined in 2025,  

with 86% residents of 
Highlands Ranch .

More than 160 individuals 
volunteered for 2,600 

opportunities for a total of 
7,800 hours and an economic 

impact of more than $271,000 .

The senior center is open to older adults ages 55 and over . If you haven’t been inside the building yet, come in for a 
short tour or enjoy a free cup of coffee in the lobby . The senior center staff would love to see you there!

VOLUNTEER
Are you looking for meaningful ways to spend your time 
and give back to the community? Become a senior center 
volunteer! Register at highlandsranch.org/recreation/
senior-center-volunteers .

Please visit highlandsranch.org/myactivecenter for program details and registration .  
Call 303-791-2416 for more information .

A
round the Ranch

Jodie McCann retiring after 
17 years supporting seniors
Senior Services Health & Resource Coordinator Jodie McCann 
launched the Metro District’s senior programs and resource 

clearinghouse, then 
known as Active Adult 
programming, nearly 17 
years ago. Her work as a 
resource to the community 
over that time has been 
beneficial to countless 
seniors and their families. 

Jodie has presented hundreds 
of events and educational 
programs, including inaugural 
offerings at the Highlands 

Ranch Senior Center, which opened last January. 

“We appreciate Jodie’s vision, commitment and dedication all these 
years,” said Metro District General Manager Stephanie Stanley. “She 
has made a big difference in our community and the relationships 
she developed helped us to grow our senior programs.”

In her retirement, Jodie looks forward to beach time, hiking trails, 
road trips and adventures with her two grandchildren. The Metro 
District Board and staff thank Jodie for her many years of service to 
our community – and we wish her a rewarding retirement.  

Think twice – stay off the ice!
Even ponds that are seemingly frozen solid can have underlying 
layers that are compromised due to temperature variations in 
our area . This poses a dangerous risk to kids, pets and adults 
who venture onto the ice . Make sure to follow Metro District 
rules and always stay off ponds throughout the year .

Share the love – join our 
February blood drive
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This February, let’s celebrate the season of hearts 
by giving the ultimate gift – the gift of life. Every 
two seconds, someone in the U.S. needs blood, and 
Vitalant needs to collect more than 4,500 blood 
donations every day to meet patient needs. Your 
donation can help keep hearts beating strong. It’s a 
simple act with a powerful impact.

The Metro District is hosting a Vitalant blood drive for staff and 
community members on Tuesday, Feb. 24. Donation time slots are 
available from 9:30 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. at the Metro District Service Center, 
3280 Redstone Park Circle. 

Advance registration is required. Learn more by scanning the QR Code 
or by calling 303-791-2710.

Explore the paranormal 
during the Dead of Winter
Join the experts from Spirit Paranormal Investigations for Dead of Winter, 
a chilling night of wintertime fright inside the historic Highlands Ranch 
Mansion. Attendees will be encouraged to tune into echoes from the 
past during this ticketed event from 5:30-9 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 13.

“One of the most frequent questions we hear about the Mansion is ‘Is 
it haunted?’” said Susie Appleby, historic programs coordinator. “We’re 
looking forward to letting visitors explore with SpiritPI this February to 
decide for themselves.”

The evening will begin with a seated presentation about paranormal 
investigation techniques and evidence previously discovered at the 
Mansion and other Colorado locations. Attendees will then have the 
chance to wander the dimly lit halls and rooms of the century-old 
building in search of paranormal presences. SpiritPI will also demonstrate 
their equipment while collecting data.

SpiritPI has conducted periodic investigations and public evenings at the 
Mansion since 2008.

Tickets are $35 each and are on sale now at  
highlandsranchmansion.com.  

141414

http://highlandsranch.org/recreation/senior-center-volunteers
http://highlandsranch.org/myactivecenter
http://highlandsranchmansion.com
http://highlandsranch.org/recreation/senior-center-volunteers


16

W I N T E R 2026

Nothing beats sledding on a sunny winter 
day . If you head out to a hill this season, 
make sure to keep safety in mind so an 
injury doesn't ruin the fun . Avoid areas 
with surrounding obstacles such as trees, 
fences, rocks, roads, parking lots or streams . 
And make sure you watch for others and 
supervise children . Enjoy the snow, stay 
safe and make wonderful winter memories .

Engage with your 
elected officials
Would you like to provide feedback or 
suggestions to the elected officials charged 
with your local government? It’s as easy as 
attending a board meeting or sending an 
email to metroboard@highlandsranch .org .

The board meets twice monthly with two 
opportunities at each meeting for public 
comment on any topic . You can attend in 
person or via Zoom . Other than exceptions 
for holidays, board meetings are held the last 
Tuesday of the month, and study sessions 
are held Wednesday the week prior to board 
meetings . All meetings start at 6 p .m . Most 
meetings are held at the John D . Hendrick 
Office Building, 62 Plaza Drive . If attending 
in person, please check the agenda on our 
website to verify location details .

The meeting schedule and agendas, 
including a Zoom link, can be found at 
highlandsranch.org/agendas . Board 
members look forward to hearing from you .
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Stay informed 
about your 
community 

It’s important to understand how Highlands Ranch operates, which 
organizations provide vital services, and where to go to find updates 
about services, projects and events . 

• Sign up for eNewsletters at highlandsranch.org/news 
• Follow us on Facebook, Instagram, LinkedIn, Nextdoor and X
• Visit our website at highlandsranch.org

Report a 
concern

Now there is an even easier way to let our staff know 
about issues on Metro District property. Simply visit our 
interactive Citizen Portal at highlandsranch.org/report 
and drop a pin on the map. With an accurate location and 
other relevant details, our staff can more efficiently fix 
problems in our parks, parkways, open space and facilities. 

This reporting enhancement also allows residents 
to register for an account to track progress of their 
submissions in real time. 

Link on  
Demand

If you ever need a ride to a doctor’s 
appointment, grocery store, work 
or other destination, consider Link 
on Demand . This free service is 
available to everyone in Highlands 
Ranch and Lone Tree . 

Visit douglas.co.us/community-services/link-
on-demand/ to learn more and book a ride .

http://highlandsranch.org/agendas
http://highlandsranch.org/news
http://highlandsranch.org
http://highlandsranch.org/report
mailto:metroboard@highlandsranch.org
http://douglas.co.us/community-services/link-on-demand/
http://douglas.co.us/community-services/link-on-demand/
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